Deletion of sigB in Bacillus cereus affects spore properties.
In Bacillus cereus and other gram-positive bacteria the alternative sigma factor sigma(B) is an important regulator of the stress response. Deletion of the sigB gene generally leads to a stress-sensitive phenotype of vegetative cells. In this study, we describe the effect of the deletion of the sigB gene in B. cereus on spore properties. In particular, spores of the sigB deletion mutant showed a defect in germination upon exposure to the germinants alanine and inosine.